bort of:  Neighbourhood Renewal Business Manager
Executive Board

e: 18" December 2006 E’n No:

e of Report:  Oxford City Council Children and Young People’s Plan

Summary and Recommendations

E pose of report: To provide an Oxford City Council Children and Young
~eople’s Plan

3 decision: No
[=Ttfolio Holder: Councillor Van Zyl
utiny Responsibility: Community Scrutiny Committee

rd(s) affected: All

Report Approved by:

Portfolio Holder: Councillor Caroline van Zyl
Legal: Jeremy Thomas

Finance: Andy Collett

icy Framework: The Oxford Plan through meeting the following priorities:
euuce inequalities through social inclusion; reduce and prevent crime and
anti-social behaviour; ensuring better, more efficient services; being an open
and responsive organisation.

The Oxford Community Strategy through meeting the following priorities: a
vibrant and inclusive economy; safer communities; opportunities for life; active
and healthy communities.

E’:ommendation(s):

1. To comment upon and endorse the Oxford City Council Children and
Young People’s Plan

2. To receive a further updated report on progress in Autumn 2007
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To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.


Introduction

1. In May 2006 the Executive Board received a report on the draft
Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s (C&YP) Plan for
endorsement. The Plan was endorsed at the meeting, although a
number of concerns were noted. These were that:

e Accessible and affordable services in the more deprived areas
were not reflected in the priorities in the Plan

e Resources allocated to implement the proposals within the plan
were inadequate to meet the needs of young people in Oxford

2. A copy of the Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s Plan is
available on the County Council’s web site along with all the supporting
plans (www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cypp). Hard copies can be obtained on
request from the author of this report. A draft of the Oxford City
Children & Young People’s Plan is attached at annex 1.

Developing a City Council Children and Young People’s Plan

3. The City Council has mainstream funded activities which will contribute
to the delivery of the Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s Plan in
the following areas:

Play, leisure and cultural services

Housing services included supported housing

Planning services

Licensing enforcement

Community safety activities

Support to youth initiatives

Family support

Informal créche and toddler groups

Community cohesion and work with ethnic minority groups
Community learning initiatives

Healthy eating initiatives

Home safety initiatives

Support to voluntary and community organisations working with
children and families through the grants process

4. Itis difficult to quantify the real value of these contributions. The City
Council Children and Young People’s Plan is an attempt to start the
process of identifying the City Council’s contribution to the Oxfordshire
Plan and also to identify gaps in service provision for the City and
priorities for the City Council to take forward.

5. A workshop took place on 9th June for all the Districts within
Oxfordshire, facilitated by the IDeA and hosted by the City Council with
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the aim of getting this process underway. Since the workshop Officers
from across the City Council have contributed to the Plan.

6. The partnership arrangements for the new Children’s Trust are in their
infancy and are therefore likely to evolve quickly.

Priorities contained within the Plan

7. The Plan proposes that the following areas should be the priorities that
the City Council focuses upon over the following year. These are:

e Ensuring that the Council’s policies and practices fulfil its duty to
safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young
people

e Improving the participation of children and young people and
their parents in decision making regarding service design and
delivery

e Ensuring adequate housing for children and young people,
whether social or private sector housing

e To continue to support affordable holiday play activities, sports,
leisure and cultural activities, in line with the City Council Social
Inclusion, Healthy Living and Community Safety Strategies

Future developments

8. In addition further work will need to be done to develop a clearer
picture as to how other agencies contribute to children’s services within
the City and how the City Council can best promote the needs of the
City within the Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s Partnership
and Board.

9. This work may become clearer with the proposed locality teams being
established in the City, although at the time of writing the terms of
reference of these teams is still under discussion.

Statutory requirements

10.The Children Act 2004 places a duty upon the City Council to ensure
that its functions are discharged with regard to the need to safeguard
and promote the welfare of children, whether provided by the Council
or another body by arrangement with the Council. The Act also
requires the Council to be represented on the Local Safeguarding
Children Board, and to cooperate with the County Council in its
establishment and operation.

11.There are also related duties upon the Council from the pre-existing
Children Act 1989. These include a duty to co-operate with requests
for help in the interests of children in need (s27), and a duty to assist in
carrying out enquiries into whether or not a child is at risk of significant
harm (s47).
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12. Statutory guidance on the duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of
children (Working Together to Safeguard Children) has been published
to support agencies in fulfilling this role. Working Together states that
all organisations which directly affect children should have certain
procedures in place to fulfil the duty to safeguard their welfare.

Consultation and comment

13. Separate consultation of children and young people and their families
has not taken place during the development of this Plan. The City
Council is contributing towards a coordinated method of consulting and
involving children and young people as part of the Oxfordshire Plan. A
key aspect of this is a Children and Young People’s Survey to take
place during 2007.

14.The Plan has been endorsed by Strategic Management Board (7™
November) and Community Scrutiny Committee (23" November).

15.This Plan has been sent for comment to Oxfordshire County Council,
Thames Valley Police and Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust.

Recommendations

16. The Executive Board is recommended:
e To comment upon and endorse the Oxford City Council Children
and Young People’s Plan
e To receive a further updated report on progress in Autumn 2007

e and contact details of author:
ven Johnson
Business Manager, Neighbourhood Renewal
E-mail: viohnson@oxford.gov.uk
Tel: 01865 252209

Mark Fransham

Policy Officer (Social Inclusion & Health Inequalities), Strategy & Review
E-mail: mfransham@oxford.gov.uk

Tel: 01865 252797

E’:kground papers:

The Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s Plan April 2006
Consultation responses and summary papers

Executive Board Report ‘The Children’s Act 2004 and the Oxfordshire
Children and Young People’s Plan and Change for Children Programme’ —
16" January 2006

Version number: 2.0
Date: 05/12/06


x
Name, telephone number and email

x
These are any documents relied upon or drawn from in writing the report. If that document is already in the public domain (e.g. legislation, government guidance or a previously published committee report) they do not need to be listed here. Say if there are no background papers.



